
Trinity 

My dear Friends, 

Many of you have been involved in recent months in meetings and discussions regarding the proposed 
Ministry Area for our churches and parishes. I am enormously grateful to you for the time and careful 
attention you are paying to this process and the willingness of many to take on leadership roles as we 
go forward. This week our Bishop gathered those clergy who will be Ministry Area Leaders for another 
Zoom meeting. This time we were not principally looking at practical, financial or constitutional 
matters. Instead we were considering the principles of collaborative working and the theology behind 
it.  

One of our speakers at the meeting reminded us the supreme example of collaborative working is the 
Holy Trinity, particularly appropriate for us to consider this week as we celebrate Trinity Sunday. Every 
service we have in church we begin with the words ‘In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit’ Later in our service we proclaim in the Creed our belief in the Trinity. We are forgiven 
and blessed in the name of the Trinity. As we start our lives as Christians we are Baptised in the name 
of the Trinity.  

The Trinity is God revealing himself in three persons, as the Father who created the world, as the Son 
who came to bring forgiveness and rescue humanity and as the Holy Spirit who is the Spirit of God 
filling people with love, joy and peace and making us more like Christ. We as Christians refer to this 
three-in-one nature of God as Trinity. A very early biblical reference to this is in St Paul’s letter to the 
church in Corinth “The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all” (2 Cor, 13.13). This has become the Prayer we call the Grace.  

In our daily lives we experience things that can be different though the same. For example, H2O can be 
liquid water, ice and steam. The same person can be a mother, sister and cousin all simultaneously. 
We sometimes say and sing ‘God in three persons’. This comes from the Latin ‘persona’ meaning way 
of being. God exists and acts in three ways, creating, redeeming and inspiring. In all of these God is 
linked by love, our Trinitarian God is one united by love. The scripture says ‘God is love’ (1 John 4.8) So 
when we truly love others then we become more like God. As we seek to work and worship together 
more let us pray we will do so in God’s love and blessed by him.  

Best wishes and prayers 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


